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EXTERIOR VIEW - towards the restored cabin

JAMES WELDON JOHNSON WRITING CABIN RESTORATION

RESTORATION

The cabin is in surprisingly good
condition. The exterior mitered
rough-sawn wood siding is mostly
intact, along with the modest trim
at the eaves and gables. The
original chimney, although in
urgent need of repair, is still
standing. The foundations appear
sound. Many of the original
window sashes are missing, but
there is enough evidence in the
form of smaller sash and
photographs to allow replication.

STRATEGY

Preservation of a maximum of
historic and original fiber is the at
the heart of this project. Materials
and finishes matching the original
construction will be employed

where repairs are neccessary.

OBJECTIVE

We strive to rehabilitate the studio
and bring it back to as original a
condition as can reasonably be
accomplished, with the goal of
eventually restoring its use as a
writing studio and study for
scholars and authors.
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REMOVE EXIS WINDOWS, AND
ADDITIONAL PLYWOOD. INSTALL NEW

DOUBLE OUTSWING WOOD WINDOWS 3
OVER 4 MULLION PATTERN.

REMOVE OLD ROOF COVERING. INSTALL
NEW SPACE BOARD SHEATHING AND
CEDAR SHAKES 10 COURSE WITH 8"
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\ REPAIR FRAVE, HINGES, | \
LATCHES AND SCREEN AT RE-FASTEN EXISTING SIDING, REPLACE DAMAGED SECTIONS

20%) WITH MATCHING MATERIAL/SPECIES, (TREAT ALL SURF
WITH T.B.D.), TYPICAL ALL ELEVATIONS

OUTSWING SCREEN DOOR

REPAIR OR REPLACE ALL FLASHING AT
CHIMNEY

REMOVE OLD ROOF COVERING.
INSTALL NEW SPACE BOARD
SHEATHING AND

CEDAR SHAKES 10 COURSE WITH 8"
EXPOSURE @ MAIN ROOF

REMOVE DAMAGED SPACE BOARD
SHEATHING, RAFTERS, , TAR PAPER,
CUT BACK DAMAGED STURCTURE.

REMOVE EAVE TRIM AND REPLACE WITH
MATCHING
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REPAIR FIELD STONE
CHIMNEY, WHERE
NECCESSARY REMOVE EXIS.
CEMENT MORTAR 4" DEEP
AND REPLACE.

ADD MISSING FIELD STONES
IN INDICATED PLACES

CLEAN AND RE-SET GLASS PANES
WHERE NECESSARY

PRESERVE WOODEN WINODW
COMPONENTS, SPOT REPLACE WHERE
NEEDED (TYP. ALL WINDOWS)

RECREATE PRESERVE OR REPAIR
WOODEN GUTTER SIDING

OUTLINE OF LOST
WOOD STOARAGE,

ELEVATIONS - with notes explaining the extend of
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the restoration work

NEW GLASS PANES

PRESERVE WOODEN WINODW
COMPONENTS, SPOT REPLACE WHERE
NEEDED (TYP. ALL WINDOWS),
REGLAZE USING EXIS. GLASS WHERE
— 7N POSSIBLE
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REMOVE TEMP COVERING \\— REGLAZE, WITH EXISTING
WINDOW. ADD 3 OVER 4 GLASS PANES (TYP.)
MULLIONS TO EXIS. WINDOW

SASH, ADD NEW GLAZING

LSQ’V:EPESQDE,, REPLACE HORIZONTAL TRIM PIECES WITH MATCHING MATERIAL. PRESERVE
' AND REPAIR VERTICAL TRIM (TYP. ALL WINDOWS THIS ELEVATION)

NEW WOODEN GUTTER

EXISTING WEST ELEVATION
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JAMES WELDON JOHNSON WRITING CABIN RESTORATION
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the mid-1920s, this small writing cabin was built at the edge of the couple’s . 7] o =TT ]
property. With views of the brook and the distant mountains, it is secluded [/ N — A
and yet connected to its surroundings. Although rustic in its appearance, the N4 \
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cabin featured modern comforts such as electric lighting, a small bathroom ! N
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with running water, wall paneling and a fire place for heat. HEDICINE FRANED TOP-HINGED
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The two-room, 220-square-foot cabin was used as a writing studio by James (o REMISTALL EXIS. WASH BASI AN =
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Weldon Johnson during his stays at his country house in Great Barrington, o % REMOVE DAMAGED FLOOR J0ISTS AND) = sfe
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REPAIR FRAME AND
SCREEN AT OUTSWING
SCREEN DOOR

REMOVE WINDOWS, AND ADDITIONAL
PLYWOOD. INSTALL NEW DOUBLE
OUTSWING WOOD WINDOWS 4 OVER 4
MULLION PATTERN.

FLOOR PLAN - with notes explaining the extend of
the restoration work
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INTERIOR VIEW - of the restored space
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